Although an attentional bias for threat has been implicated in obsessive-compulsive disorder (OCD), evidence supporting such a bias has been inconsistent. Furthermore, few studies have made distinctions between attentional capture vs. attentional disengagement and the extent to which different emotional content modulates attention in OCD also remains unclear. To address these issues, we examined patients with OCD (n = 30) and controls (n = 30) during an emotional attentional blink paradigm in which participants searched for a target embedded within a series of rapidly presented images. Critically, an erotic, fear, disgust, or neutral distracter image appeared 200 ms or 800 ms before the target. Impaired target detection was observed among OCD patients relative to controls following erotic distracters, but only when presented 800 ms, and not 200 ms, prior to the target, indicating difficulty with attentional disengagement. Difficulty disengaging from erotic images was significantly correlated with OCD symptoms in the full sample but not with symptoms of trait anxiety. These data delineate a specific information processing abnormality in OCD.
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A growing body of research has implicated an attentional bias favoring threatening information in the development of various anxiety disorders (Bar-Haim et al., 2007; Cisler and Koster, 2010) . The modal finding in such research is increased allocation of attention to threatening stimuli, through biases in the orienting of attention (vigilance; Mogg and Bradley, 1998), or in the continued engagement of attention (maintenance; Weierich et al., 2008) . Although obsessive-compulsive disorder (OCD) appears to also be associated with an attentional bias favoring threatening information, as well as reduced levels of cognitive inhibition (Muller and Roberts, 2005) , the experimental demonstration of such biases has been less consistent relative to other anxiety disorders (Moritz and Mühlenen, 2008; Summerfeldt and Endler, 1998) . Indeed, the specific components of the attentional bias that occur in OCD remain unclear, as it has yet to be determined if attentional biases in OCD are comprised of facilitated attention to threat and/or difficulty disengagement from threat.
Neurobehavioral research has begun to illuminate the neural substrates of attentional biases in the anxiety disorders (Bishop, 2008; Cisler and Koster, 2010) . This literature has suggested that amygdala activity may mediate facilitated attention to threat. However, higherorder cortical structures centered around prefrontal cortex (PFC) activity may account for difficulty disengaging from threat via individual differences in the ability to down-regulate the influence of sub-cortical fear structures (i.e., attentional control) and maintain attention on task-relevant stimuli (Eldar and Bar-Haim, 2010) . OCD is characterized by dysfunction of fronto-striatal-thalamic circuitry and this dysfunction may account for the difficulty with attentional disengagement that may be observed in the disorder (van den Heuvel et al., 2005) .
Despite important advances in the neural bases of attention, a clear understanding of the inconsistency in demonstrating an attentional bias in OCD remains elusive. The inconsistency may be partially attributed to the heterogeneous and idiosyncratic nature of OCD (Summerfeldt and Endler, 1998) . Inconsistencies in demonstrating an attentional bias may also be partially due to use of stimuli that inadequately access core beliefs in OCD. Most attentional bias studies have focused on the manipulation of the emotional valence of
